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Acknowledgement
The International Rangeland Congress recognises Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
as the Traditional Owners of Australia and thank them for their stewardship of Country 
- sea, water and land. The Congress respectfully acknowledges the Traditional 
Custodians of the Australian rangelands and pays its respects to their cultural and 
customary practices, and acknowledges their Elders past, present and emerging. 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the Adelaide Plains, land of the Kaurna 
Aboriginal people. We also pay respect to and celebrate First Nations across the world, 
and their connection to rangelands.

WELCOME
The Australian Organising Committee of the XII International 
Rangeland Congress, on behalf of the Australian Rangeland 
Society and the International Rangeland Congress Continuing 
Committee, invites you to participate in the International 
Rangeland Congress to be held June 2-6, 2025 at the Adelaide 
Convention Centre, Adelaide, Australia. 

It is our goal to provide a vibrant platform for scientific exchange and 
education on the contemporary challenges and opportunities facing 
the rangelands and its communities. 

We will ensure there are many opportunities to network and connect 
with fellow delegates and to celebrate achievements in our fields. 
We recognise not everyone will be able to attend in person so we will 
design an exciting program that promotes exchanges via social media, 
livestreaming, and recording of select content. 

This is the third occasion Australia will be hosting the International 
Rangeland Congress and by 2025 it will be nearly 10 years since the 
international rangeland community has physically met together. 

We look forward to seeing you in Adelaide in 2025!

INVITATION

A Warm Welcome

The Australian Organising Committee of the XII International Rangeland Congress, on behalf of the Australian Rangeland 
Society and the International Rangeland Congress Continuing Committee, invites you to participate in the International 
Rangeland Congress to be held June 2-6, 2025 at the Adelaide Convention Centre, Adelaide, Australia. It is our goal to 
provide a vibrant platform for scientific exchange and education on the contemporary challenges and opportunities 
facing the rangelands and its communities. We will ensure there are many opportunities to network and connect with 
fellow delegates and to celebrate achievements in our fields. We recognise not everyone will be able to attend in person 
so we will design an exciting program that promotes exchanges via social media, livestreaming, interactive Q&A 
sessions, and recording of select content. We look forward to seeing you in Adelaide in 2025! 

On behalf of the XII International Rangeland Congress Organising Committee we are pleased to welcome delegates 
from around the world to Australia, the rangeland continent. We especially welcome First Nations peoples and 
pastoralists from Australia and internationally. This is the third occasion Australia will be hosting the International 
Rangeland Congress and by 2025 it will be nearly 10 years since the international rangeland community has physically 
met together. In addition to the networking at the congress, we will provide the opportunity for delegates to 
experience Australia’s vast rangelands through a range of exciting pre-congress and mid-congress tours. 

Pieter Conradie, Nicole Spiegel, Andrew Ash
Co-Chairs, XII IRC Organising Committee
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VENUE
Adelaide, with a population of 1.3 million has grown into a modern, vibrant multi-cultural city. 

Its ring of parkland on the River Torrens is home to 
renowned museums such as the Art Gallery of South 
Australia, displaying expansive collections including noted 
Indigenous art, and the South Australian Museum, devoted 
to natural history.

Nestled between the rangelands to the north, world 
famous wine regions and magnificent beaches of white 
sand, Adelaide and its surrounding regions offer a range 
of unique experiences that will enhance the Congress 
experience for delegates. 

The Adelaide Convention Centre is situated in the heart of 
Adelaide. Conveniently located 15 minutes from the airport 
and with over 3,500 accommodation rooms within five 
minutes’ walk, it is the perfect location for the IRC in 2025. 
The Adelaide Convention Centre is newly redeveloped, 
having re-opened in September 2017. The hosting of the 
IRC in Adelaide is being generously sponsored by the 
South Australian government through Business Events 
Adelaide.
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The Congress will be organised under seven themes. 
These are aimed at capturing diverse knowledge and 
perspectives on rangeland socio-ecological systems, 
with the objective to strengthen partnerships for more 
resilient and sustainable rangelands

The Program will include keynotes, oral and poster 
presentations, lightning talks, panel discussions, forums, 
and other fun social and networking activities. All 
presentations will be delivered in English, but the Congress 
will endeavour to provide simultaneous translations in a 
number of languages for selected sessions. 

PROGRAM THEMES

01
Valuing rangelands and pastoral 
systems for their societal 
contribution

•	 International Year of Rangelands 
& Pastoralists – recognising 
rangelands 

•	 Gender, youth and other 
intersectional perspectives 
for sustainable and resilient 
rangelands 

•	 Indigenous perspectives 
for sustainable and resilient 
rangelands 

•	 Land use and demographic 
changes in rangelands     

•	 Land tenure, land rights & 
governance: emerging trends, 
competing interests and 
opportunities    

•	 Understanding social licence for 
rangeland activities   

•	 Power, equity and social justice in 
rangelands  

•	 Social, health and other support 
services in the rangelands

03
Technology, information systems, 
communication, and big data 
to aid monitoring and decision 
making

•	 Data collection and data platforms  
•	 Remote sensing and land 

monitoring  
•	 Decision support tools for 

pastoralists, extensionists, and 
other institutions - from design to 
adoption and positive impact  

•	 The role of technology in facilitating 
collaborative rangelands research  

•	 Working towards an internationally 
harmonized set of definitions and 
SDG indicators  

•	 Technological innovation and 
access: novel opportunities for 
rangeland communities  

06
Livestock production systems in  
a world of changing drivers

•	 Livestock systems – production, 
health and welfare  

•	 Carbon neutrality in the livestock 
sector - the role of rangelands  

•	 Livestock intensification: 
opportunities and trade-offs  

•	 Integrated crop, livestock and 
forestry systems for social, 
economic and environmental 
sustainability 

•	 Grazing management for long term 
sustainability  

07
Multi-functional land use in 
rangelands - moving beyond 
niche opportunities

•	 Showcasing alternative land use 
and diversification of income 
streams 

•	 Rangelands in a global carbon 
economy  

•	 Biodiversity and environmental 
services, markets, offsets   

•	 Market-based approaches 
for control of non-native and 
unwanted herbivores  

•	 Agricultural intensification of 
rangelands - “de-ranging” for other 
food production  

•	 Economic capital flows in regional 
rangelands: the in and outs  

04
Integrating rangeland ecology  
into management

•	 Rangeland degradation and 
restoration  

•	 Wildlife, biodiversity, invasive 
species and pest management  

•	 Water management in rangelands  
•	 Fire ecology and plant 

management  
•	 Preserving and enhancing soil 

health  
•	 Improving rangeland ecological 

health 

05
Managing risk - climate and other 
system shocks and trends

•	 Climate change impacts and 
opportunities for strengthened 
adaptive capacity in rangelands  

•	 Supporting rangelands under geo-
political instability and extremism  

•	 Risk management and resilience in 
the face of shocks  

•	 Drought management for 
sustainable livestock production  

•	 Mobility, reciprocity and 
opportunism

02
Co-design, partnership and 
incorporating traditional 
knowledge for more enduring 
rangeland outcomes

•	 International Year of Rangelands & 
Pastoralists – partnership building 

•	 Strengthening the science-policy 
interface  

•	 Integration of Indigenous and 
Traditional Knowledge and Western 
science  

•	 Extension, communication and 
capacity building  

•	 Indigenous intellectual property 

More detail on  
the Congress Themes  

can be found on the 
Congress website.
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With 2026 being proclaimed the International Year 
of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) by the United 
Nations, the Australian Organising Committee is 
working closely with the IYRP secretariat to ensure 
the Congress program and activities provide an 
important platform for discussing the challenges 
and opportunities facing rangelands and 
pastoralists. 

This will involve a Traditional/Indigenous Knowledge 
Forum that will be held immediately prior to the Congress. 
Indigenous land managers and traditional knowledge 
holders from around the world will be hosted by Australian 
First Nations peoples.

Key insights from the Traditional/Indigenous Knowledge 
Forum will be discussed within the main Congress Program, 
which will feature two International Year of Rangelands 
and Pastoralists sessions.

INTERNATIONAL YEAR 
OF RANGELANDS AND 
PASTORALISTS 2026

31 1 2 3
SATURDAY MAY 31 SUNDAY JUNE 1 MONDAY JUNE 2 TUESDAY JUNE 3

WORKSHOPS IN ADELAIDE

TRADITIONAL/INDIGENOUS 
KNOWLEDGE FORUM

PRE CONGRESS TOURS 
RETURN

WORKSHOPS IN ADELAIDE

TRADITIONAL/INDIGENOUS 
KNOWLEDGE FORUM

EVENING WELCOME 
RECEPTION

OPENING PLENARY

PLENARY AND  
CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

FIRST BUSINESS MEETING

POSTER VIEWING

AUSTRALIAN RANGELAND 
SOCIETY 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION

PLENARY AND  
CONCURRENT SESSIONS

POSTER VIEWING 
AND NETWORKING 
REFRESHMENTS AND  
CHEESE FUNCTION

4 5 6
WEDNESDAY JUNE 4 THURSDAY JUNE 5 FRIDAY JUNE 6

MID-CONGRESS TOURS PLENARY AND  
CONCURRENT SESSIONS

IYRP PLENARY FORUM

CONFERENCE DINNER

PLENARY AND  
CONCURRENT SESSIONS

SECOND BUSINESS MEETING

CLOSING SUMMARY SESSION

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
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Submission of  
Abstracts for  
Oral Presentations  
and Posters
The Congress publications sub-
committee invites submission 
of abstracts for oral (15 minute),  
lightning (5 minute) or poster 
presentations. 

The abstracts should be submitted 
online through the Abstract and 
Paper Portal and should follow 
guidelines as available on the 
Congress website.

Abstracts will be peer-reviewed and 
the selection criteria will include:

•	 Relevance to the Congress theme 
and sessions

•	 Significance of information 
and enriching current state of 
knowledge, 

•	 Originality and novelty, structure 
and clarity and scientific validity.

The official language of the Congress 
is English and all Abstracts and 
Papers must be submitted in English. 

  IMPORTANT DATES

Deadline for submission of  
Abstracts is June 2, 2024. 

Authors will be notified in July 2024  
as to whether their abstract has 
been accepted and whether it has 
been allocated as a standard oral 
presentation (15 minutes), a lightning 
presentation or a poster session. 
We encourage early submission of 
Abstracts for those authors who may 
have lengthy processes for visas and/
or seeking approval to attend the 
Congress, or who may be seeking 
delegate support to attend the 
Congress. 

All authors of accepted abstracts 
are required to submit a full paper 
(3-4 pages) for their presentation, 
for publication in the conference 
proceedings. Guidance on paper 
submission will be provided after 
abstract acceptance. 

Deadline for paper submission  
is December 2, 2024. 

Submissions will not be accepted 
after the closing date.

Call for Expressions of Interest in 
sponsoring and hosting pre-Congress 
workshops or concurrent sessions 
Gold, platinum and diamond Congress sponsors who wish to hold a 
pre-Congress workshop on Saturday May 31st and/or Sunday June 1st 
will be provided with a room and audio-visual equipment as part of their 
sponsorship. 

Organisations are invited to put forward proposals to host a concurrent 
session during the Congress. This opportunity will be limited to a few 
hosted concurrent sessions. Proposals should be well aligned to one or 
more of the seven Congress Themes and may feature oral presentations, 
panel discussion, World Café, small group activities or other formats. 
Proposals for hosted sessions should be submitted to the Congress 
organisers by April 30, 2024.

Call for Exhibitions or  
Trade/Information Booths
The organising committee has planned for an Information/Market 
Place/Trade Show. There will be a large space available for Exhibitors 
that will be strategically located near the posters and close to where 
lunches and breaks will take place. This space will serve as the 
networking hub of the meeting and offer Exhibitors a great opportunity 
to showcase their organistion or company. 

The aim of the market/trade show will be to showcase rangeland 
technologies, innovations, products and services. Potential exhibitors 
will include companies with an interest in rangeland development, 
technologies and innovations; national and international research 
institutes; country and government institutions; international development 
organisations; natural resource management groups; and rangeland 
based enterprises. Congress sponsors will be offered free information 
booth space, depending upon level of sponsorship. 

Call for special meetings or group needs
Any group or persons who require meeting space during the Congress 
are required to submit their request to the local arrangements committee 
using the Congress email.

Registration
Registrations will open on 1 April 2024. 

The registration fees are the best estimates given projected exchange 
rates and current economic conditions. Intending delegates can use these 
figures as a guide, and final registration fees will be decided upon when 
registrations open.

Registration Prices

Earlybird Registration $900 AUD

Standard Registration $1,000 AUD

Earlybird Student Registration*** $650 AUD

Standard Student Registration*** $750 AUD

Accompaying Persons* $400 AUD

Congress Dinner** $150 AUD

Registration includes full access to the Congress, Mid-Congress tour, all Congress 
materials, catering and one ticket to the Welcome Reception.
*	 Accompaying persons includes the Welcome Reception, Congress Dinner and Mid-Congress Tour  
**	 Congress dinner ticket sold seperately to registration
***	 Students must provide a written verification of student status from their place of study.
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Accommodation
There is a wide range of 
accommodation types from hostels 
to 5-star hotels within walking 
distance of the Congress venue in 
the centre of Adelaide. 

The organisers of the Congress will be 
negotiating special hotel rates. Types 
of accommodation and indicative 
costings include:

•	 Backpacker/Hostel type 
accommodation – These are 
typically double or bunk bed rooms 
(up to 4 people) with a shared 
bathroom. They are clean and well 
maintained and prices range from 
AUD $40-$50/night per person on a 
shared room basis. 

Examples include:  https://www.
yha.com.au/hostels/sa/adelaide/
adelaide-backpackers-hostel/ 
; https://www.hostelworld.
com/pwa/hosteldetails.php/
Adelaide-Travellers-Inn/
Adelaide/2489?from=2024-
06-03&to=2024-06-
07&guests=2&origin=microsite

•	 3-star hotel – Grosvenor Hotel, 
situated across the road from the 
Adelaide Convention Centre on 
North Terrace, offers budget hotel 
accommodation from $160 per 
room/per night

•	 4-star hotel – Crowne Plaza 
Adelaide, located on North Terrace 
offers modern, and spacious rooms 
from $260 per room/per night

•	 Apartments – Oaks Embassy and 
Oaks Horizons, located opposite 
the Adelaide Convention Centre on 
North Terrace offers contemporary 
serviced one-and two-bedroom 
apartments from $239 per 
apartment per night.

All prices are in Australian Dollars with 
current exchange rate of 1 AUD = 0.64 USD.

Visas
All international delegates will need to obtain a visa to  
enter Australia.

Details on visa requirements can be found at:  
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-finder

The website above allows you to enter where you are travelling from and 
the purpose of your visit. It provides a visa sub-class that can be used to 
enter into the website below that indicates typical visa processing times.

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-processing-
times/global-visa-processing-times 

Frequently asked questions about visitor visas can be found at:

https://www.australia.com/en/facts-and-planning/visa- and-customs/
australia-visa-and-entry-requirements-faqs.html

For some countries, obtaining a visa to enter Australia can take quite a bit 
of time, so we encourage people to start that process early, especially for 
those that also need to obtain permission from employers to attend and 
may require letters of invitation from the Congress or have an approved 
abstract/paper to attend. 

Delegate support
The Congress delegate support sub-committee invites  
submission of applications for delegate support. 

Delegates will need to follow the guidelines as available on the website 
(https://irc2025.rangelandcongress.org/) and submit their application 
online through the Congress website.

A selection process will be used, as reflected by the criteria outlined in 
the application, to determine which delegates will be given support. 
Sponsorship will include part sponsorship to maximise the number of 
delegates offered support.  

There are three levels of sponsorship:

•	 Priority Level One 	 – 	Assisted Congress registration only
•	 Priority Level Two 	 – 	Assisted Congress registration and part  

		  accommodation
•	 Priority Level Three 	– 	Assisted Congress registration, partial  

		  accommodation and contributions towards travel.

  IMPORTANT DATES

Deadline for submission of delegate  
support applications is August 2, 2024.

Delegates will be notified in November 2024 as to whether their application 
has been successful or not. If successful, notification will also include 
the level of sponsorship awarded and the terms and conditions of 
acceptance. Any given sponsorship that includes the contribution towards 
travel will be presented to the successful delegate upon arrival and 
registering at the Congress. If for some reason (e.g. inability to obtain a 
visa or change in work or personal circumstances) a delegate offered 
support cannot attend the Congress, the support provided will be offered 
to another applicant.

https://www.yha.com.au/hostels/sa/adelaide/adelaide-backpackers-hostel/
https://www.yha.com.au/hostels/sa/adelaide/adelaide-backpackers-hostel/
https://www.yha.com.au/hostels/sa/adelaide/adelaide-backpackers-hostel/
https://www.hostelworld.com/pwa/hosteldetails.php/Adelaide-Travellers-Inn/Adelaide/2489?from=2024-06-03&to=2024-06-07&guests=2&origin=microsite
https://www.hostelworld.com/pwa/hosteldetails.php/Adelaide-Travellers-Inn/Adelaide/2489?from=2024-06-03&to=2024-06-07&guests=2&origin=microsite
https://www.hostelworld.com/pwa/hosteldetails.php/Adelaide-Travellers-Inn/Adelaide/2489?from=2024-06-03&to=2024-06-07&guests=2&origin=microsite
https://www.hostelworld.com/pwa/hosteldetails.php/Adelaide-Travellers-Inn/Adelaide/2489?from=2024-06-03&to=2024-06-07&guests=2&origin=microsite
https://www.hostelworld.com/pwa/hosteldetails.php/Adelaide-Travellers-Inn/Adelaide/2489?from=2024-06-03&to=2024-06-07&guests=2&origin=microsite
https://www.hostelworld.com/pwa/hosteldetails.php/Adelaide-Travellers-Inn/Adelaide/2489?from=2024-06-03&to=2024-06-07&guests=2&origin=microsite
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/all.accor.com/hotel/5620/index.en.shtml?utm_campaign=seo*maps&utm_medium=seo*maps&utm_source=google*Maps__;Kysr!!PUY2jUP3Fp7oEg!Byewp17ihdtOGTlQvgf12ui3dWRqN6wZLL0yQ0jYoj49Tqcjik1yjW-h1FgOaxnhuEFIrSM4RSuXZUoxJpOlNTm1XORxAz4ZRBfEuA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/adelaide/adlad/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-CP-_-AU-_-ADLAD__;!!PUY2jUP3Fp7oEg!Byewp17ihdtOGTlQvgf12ui3dWRqN6wZLL0yQ0jYoj49Tqcjik1yjW-h1FgOaxnhuEFIrSM4RSuXZUoxJpOlNTm1XORxAz5toHdQBA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/adelaide/adlad/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-CP-_-AU-_-ADLAD__;!!PUY2jUP3Fp7oEg!Byewp17ihdtOGTlQvgf12ui3dWRqN6wZLL0yQ0jYoj49Tqcjik1yjW-h1FgOaxnhuEFIrSM4RSuXZUoxJpOlNTm1XORxAz5toHdQBA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.oakshotels.com/en/australia/south-australia/adelaide?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn9XhrreDggMV8yCDAx30JgmaEAAYASAAEgLF3fD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds__;!!PUY2jUP3Fp7oEg!Byewp17ihdtOGTlQvgf12ui3dWRqN6wZLL0yQ0jYoj49Tqcjik1yjW-h1FgOaxnhuEFIrSM4RSuXZUoxJpOlNTm1XORxAz5PiUYb9A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.oakshotels.com/en/australia/south-australia/adelaide?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn9XhrreDggMV8yCDAx30JgmaEAAYASAAEgLF3fD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds__;!!PUY2jUP3Fp7oEg!Byewp17ihdtOGTlQvgf12ui3dWRqN6wZLL0yQ0jYoj49Tqcjik1yjW-h1FgOaxnhuEFIrSM4RSuXZUoxJpOlNTm1XORxAz5PiUYb9A$
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-finder
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-processing-times/global-visa-processing-times
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-processing-times/global-visa-processing-times
https://www.australia.com/en/facts-and-planning/visa-%20and-customs/australia-visa-and-entry-requirements-faqs.html
https://www.australia.com/en/facts-and-planning/visa-%20and-customs/australia-visa-and-entry-requirements-faqs.html
https://irc2025.rangelandcongress.org/
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Pre-Congress Tours
Five exciting Pre-Congress tours have been scoped 
with detailed itineraries developed and indicative 
costings provided. These will commence in different 
parts of Australia and end up in Adelaide, as well as 
an Adelaide to Adelaide Pre-Congress tour. 

Tours will vary in length from 4 to 10 days. Some tours 
will commence with a full-day Forum engaging local 
communities. There will be a minimum number of 
delegates required for each tour before they can be 
confirmed. 

Tour numbers are limited so please register your interest 
in pre-Congress tours via the Expression of Interest 
Portal by April 30, 2024.  Preference will be given to those 
who submit an Expression of Interest by this date.

TOURS

Wilpena Pound, Flinders Ranges & Outback
Photo: @saltythebus

PERTH

ADELAIDE

BRISBANE

SYDNEY

CANBERRA

MELBOURNE

HOBART

1
2

3

4
5

 
Perth to Adelaide: Woodlands, 
Shrublands and Wine

This 8-day tour (24 to 31 May) will cover 2,900 km 
by road. From Perth on the Indian Ocean coast, the 
capital of the state of Western Australia, the tour will 
travel 600 km through extensive dryland agricultural 
areas and the Great Western Woodlands before 
reaching Kalgoorlie. After a day in Kalgoorlie learning 
about environmental management and mining in 
the area, the tour will head east for 1,350 km along 
the Eyre Highway across the vast semi-arid Nullarbor 
Plain, skirting the Great Australian Bight, with overnight 
stops at motels and a cattle station along the way. 
We will visit the Aboriginal Arts and Culture Centre 
in Ceduna before travelling 470 km to Port Augusta, 
visiting a sheep station and a conservation reserve en 
route. From there, the tour will travel south for 380 km 
through rich agricultural lands pausing for a visit to 
the wine making district of the Barossa Valley before 
reaching Adelaide, the capital of South Australia, and 
host city for the XIIth IRC.

The indicative cost for the tour is $3,300 AUD inclusive 
of all transport, accommodation and meals. The 
coach will have space for 40 people, and for the tour 
to proceed, there will need to be at least 20 people to 
register. 

1 Adelaide to Adelaide:  
Flinders Ranges and multiple 
land use tour

This 5-day tour (21 to 31 May) will cover 1,400 km visiting 
the picturesque Flinders Ranges and semi-arid region 
of South Australia. 

From Adelaide, the capital of South Australia and host 
city for the XIIth IRC, the trip will meander through 
the productive farming lands of the mid north, into 
the semi arid grazing lands onto the rugged Flinders 
ranges and Wilpena Pound. 

Whilst in the Flinders Ranges, guests will share in 
Aboriginal cultural experiences and learn about the 
landscape and biodiversity from the perspective of 
the Adnyamathanha people and the modern history 
from the early days of pastoralism through to the re-
introduction of threatened native animals. Then it is 
onto Port Augusta, the crossroads of Australia, where 
delegates will visit alternative land uses in the arid 
zone including renewable energy, modern horticultural 
industries, and future green hydrogen industries. The 
tour will then return through rich agricultural lands 
before pausing for a visit to the historic wine making 
district of the Barossa Valley and then onto Adelaide. 

The indicative cost is $2,500 AUD inclusive of all 
transport, accommodation and meals. The coach 
will have space for 30 people, with a minimum of 20 
people for the tour to proceed.
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Sydney to Adelaide:  
NSW and SA rangelands

This six-day tour (26-31 May) will cover 1900 km, 
travelling from Sydney to Adelaide. After passing 
over the Great Dividing Range, with a stop in the Blue 
Mountains, After a stay in Orange, we will pass through 
dryland farming areas, before arriving in Cobar in the 
semi-arid woodlands, 700 km west of Sydney. Around 
Cobar we will visit local pastoralists, managing invasive 
herbivores and woody plants, staying in Broken Hill) for 
two nights. Near Broken Hill we will visit the Fowlers Gap 
Arid Zone Research Station and experience the thriving 
art and movie scene (home of the Mad Max movies) in 
the town. From there, we travel 300 km south to Mildura 
and board an historic paddle boat to hear about the 
Murray-Darling River system and the history of irrigated 
agriculture in the rangelands. We Will then enter 
South Australia, staying at a conservation property; 
Calperum Station with stargazing and spotlighting for 
nocturnal animals. The final day of the tour stops in 
the historic wine making district of the Barossa Valley, 
with a range of options for wine tours and lunch. After 
that, it is a short trip into Adelaide, the capital of South 
Australia, and host city for the XIIth IRC. 

The indicative cost for the tour is $2,500 AUD inclusive 
of all transport, accommodation, and meals. The 
coach will have space for 30 people, with a minimum 
of 20 people for the tour to proceed.

3 Longreach to Adelaide:  
Damper, dinosaurs and desert

This 9-day tour (22-31 May) will cover 2,500 km 
travelling from Longreach, Queensland, to Adelaide. 
The tour will drive through three of Australia’s major 
deserts; the Simpson Desert, Sturt’s Stony Desert, 
and the Strzelecki Desert. The tour will start with a 
welcoming ‘Taste of Longreach’, including a brief tour 
of the Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame, a sunset 
cruise, rail experience and a damper dinner on the 
banks of the Thomson River. The next day will start with 
a half-day rangeland forum with local pastoralists 
in the Qantas Founders Museum before enjoying a 
sunset dinner atop the mesas of the Australian Age 
of Dinosuars Museum at Winton. The tour will continue 
on to Boulia for a meal with local pastoralists, the 
opportunity to experience the Min-Min Centre (and 
to discuss the possible origins of this mysterious 
glow), taking in key elements of the famed Channel 
Country. The deserts, organic beef production and 
indigenous culture of Birdsville will be a highlight 
before adventuring further into the arid landscapes of 
Innamincka. The fate of the early European explorers 
Burke and Wills can be witnessed at the ‘Dig Tree’, 
before continuing south to the Flinders Ranges and 
into the winter rainfall sheep pastoral zones. The tour 
will join with the other groups at Port Augusta for 
dinner at the Arid Zone Botanical Gardens and finish 
by touring through premium wine vineyards enroute to 
Adelaide. 

Minimum 18 passengers and maximum 30 people. The 
indicative cost for the tour is $6,390 AUD (per person 
twin share) or $7260 AUD (single), inclusive of all 
transport, accommodation, and meals.

4

Alice Springs to Adelaide:  
Visiting Uluru and the northern SA rangelands

This 10-day tour (21-31 May) will cover 3,200 km 
from Australia’s Red Centre to the South Australian 
coast. Starting at Alice Springs (population 26,486) 
in the majestic MacDonnell Ranges, the tour will visit 
spectacular gorges and waterholes while heading 
468km south to the iconic Uluru (Ayers Rock), Kata 
Tjuta (The Olgas), and Watarrka (Kings Canyon) for 
spectacular scenery and to learn about Aboriginal 
culture before spending a spectacular evening dinner 
under the stars. 

From there we will head south, visiting a number of 
cattle stations to find out about the opportunities 
and challenges they face before staying overnight 
at Marla (population 38), We then continue south to 
the unique opal mining town of Coober Pedy, staying 
in an underground motel (population 1,500). Passing 
numerous salt lakes and after spending a night on a

cattle station, including a campfire discussion about 
station life, we will travel to Woomera (the largest rocket 
test range in the world) and hear about its history 
including atomic tests of the 1950s through to modern 
day satellite and RAM Jet tests. The 181km finale of 
our desert trek will be across a changing landscape 
of broad treeless saltbush plains with views of Lake 
Gairdner, Myall woodlands and into the town of Port 
Augusta (population 16,700) before travelling south 380 
km through rich agricultural lands, pausing for a visit to 
the historic wine making district of the Barossa Valley, 
and into Adelaide (population 1,367,000), the capital of 
South Australia, and host city for the XIIth IRC.  

The indicative cost for the tour is $5,000 AUD inclusive 
of all transport, accommodation, and meals. Minimum 
registration 20 and maximum 30 people.

5
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Mid-Congress Tours
Congress delegates will have a choice of five 
Mid-Congress tours, with tours being held on the 
Wednesday of the Congress. All tours will leave from 
the Adelaide Convention Centre, and return to the 
Centre at the end of the day. 

As described below, the tours provide a variety of cultural, 
historic and land use and management experiences. 
Delegates will nominate their preferred tours at the time 
of registration, and need to be aware that the tours will 
have an upper limit on the number of delegates than can 
be accommodated. Being early to register and nominate 
preferred tours is recommended!

TOURS

 

Tour 1 
Aboriginal Cultures

Australia is home to the ‘First Nations’ Aboriginal and 
Torrest Strait Islander peoples who are custodians of 
the oldest continual culture in the world, estimated to 
be 65,000 years. 

This tour will learn about the culture and traditions of 
the Aboriginal ‘First Nations’ living in the Adelaide area 
and in other parts of South Australia, through visits to 
Aboriginal cultural exhibitions and the South Australian 
Museum. The tour will take most of the day, with a 
picnic lunch enjoyed on the banks of the Torrens River.

 

Tour 3 
Research and development 
in dryland agriculture and 
rangeland management

Australian scientists and land managers are world 
leaders in the management of dryland farming in 
Mediterranean climates, and in the grazing use of arid 
shrublands and grasslands. This tour will visit important 
research facilities in the Adelaide region, including 
the Waite Research Institute and the University of 
Adelaide’s Roseworthy Campus to learn about current 
research projects and how management is adapting 
to climate change in southern Australia. 

The tour will also visit a commercial wheat and sheep 
farm, and a winery in the world-famous Barossa 
Valley. A picnic lunch will be provided.

 

Tour 4 
Burra and Beyond

This will be a very long days’ tour passing through 
the Northern and Yorke region of the South Australian 
wheatbelt and just reaching the start of the semi-arid 
shrublands east of Burra. 

The tour will include property visits in the Rangelands 
District of the Region to learn about Goyder’s Line and 
improving drought grazing management and drought 
preparedness in the non-arable ranges of the region. 
A picnic lunch will be provided at one of these venues.
On the way back to Adelaide, the tour will call in at a 
winery in the beautiful Clare Valley for wine tasting 
and to learn about the history of wine making in the 
valley, before getting back to Adelaide in the early 
evening. 

 

Tour 2 
Water Management in the 
Murray-Darling Basin

Australia is a dry continent and water policy is an 
important matter for the Australian Government and 
the state governments. Our major river system is 
the Murray-Darling system which drains 1.061 million 
square kilometres of inland Australia, including large 
areas of the Queensland and New South Wales 
rangelands. 

This full day tour will visit the Murray Darling Basin 
Authority to learn about water regulation, and then 
will travel along the Lower Murray River to Lake 
Alexandrina. A picnic lunch will be provided alongside 
the river.

Truro, Barossa
Photo: Isaac Forman
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Accompanying 
partners
Accompanying partners are 
welcome at the Congress. 

Their registration fee will include all 
Congress social functions, the Mid-
Congress tour and local attractions 
in and around Adelaide such as 
gardens, museums, galleries and 
historical places of interest. More 
detail will be provided in the coming 
months.

Sponsorship
The XII International Rangeland 
Congress invites sponsors to 
support the Congress through a 
range of sponsorship packages. 

The Congress provides a great 
opportunity to support the Congress 
in its aim of bringing people together 
to drive a vibrant future for global 
rangelands and its peoples. 

The Sponsorship Prospectus 
can be found at: https://irc2025.
rangelandcongress.org/

Sponsorship money raised in 
Australia will be used to facilitate the 
effective running of the Congress 
and to support Australian delegates 
attending the Congress with a focus 
on supporting Indigenous Australians 
and rangeland practitioners.

It is the intention to use all 
international sponsorship to support 
international invited speakers and 
delegates to attend the Congress. 
There will be an emphasis on 
supporting speakers, delegates from 
low-and middle-income countries, 
First Nation delegates, and fostering 
opportunities for early career 
rangeland scientists, practitioners 
and pastoralists.

 

 

Tour 5 
Ultimate Adelaide  
and Hahndorf

This full day tour will take in a range of historic and 
scenic locations in and around Adelaide and the 
picturesque Adelaide Hills. The tour will pass by Adelaide 
City sights. 

After this the tour will go up into the Adelaide Hills, 
stopping at the Mount Lofty Summit Lookout for 
panoramic views over the city and Adelaide plains. From 
there the tour will pass by the Bridgewater Mill water 
wheel and the villages of Crafers, Stirling and Aldgate, 
stopping in historic Hahndorf for lunch. 

Although the tour itself is covered in delegate 
registration fees, participants will need to purchase their 
own lunch which can be enjoyed in one of the many 
venues in Hahndorf (see https://hahndorfsa.org.au/). 

 

Tour 5 
McLaren and the  
Cube Experience

This full-day tour will head south from Adelaide to the 
world famous McLaren Vale, home to many of Australia’s 
most well known wineries. The tour will definitely suit 
those interested in the gourmet food and wine available 
in the Adelaide area. The tour will commence with 
morning tea at a venue in the area, followed by a visit to 
the d’Arenberg Winery and its famous Cube, with wine 
tasting.

Although the tour itself is covered in delegate 
registration fees, participants will be responsible for 
paying for lunch and any wine tasting costs. Further 
information will be available in the next announcement.

Mount Lofty Summit, 
Adela
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NOW Abstracts and proposals for 
Thematic Sessions are now open

June 2, 2024 Deadline for abstract submissions

December 2, 2024 Deadline for full paper submissions

Saturday May 31 and  
Sunday June 1, 2025

Pre-Congress workshops will be held 
in Adelaide. Sponsored workshop 
proposals are now welcome. 

April 1, 2024 Registration opens

April 30, 2024 Proposals for hosted sessions  
should be submitted to the  
Congress organisers

August 2, 2024 Deadline for submission of  
delegate support applications

KEY DATES

https://austrangesoc.com.au/
https://www.instagram.com/irc_australia_2025/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100087287612497
https://twitter.com/IRC_Aust_2025
https://rangelandcongress.org/
http://www.irc2025.rangelandcongress.org
http://www.irc2025.rangelandcongress.org

